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Local governments have large expenditures and controlling powers, which gives
dishonest officials many ways to provide illegal benefits. Local officials have authority
over licensing, permitting, zoning, contracting, granting, tax breaks, and other kinds of
approvals and payments. The larger the government, the larger the corruption chances.

In local governments across New Jersey, ethical conduct and transparency are
foundations of public trust and effective authority. Municipal officials are assigned with
managing public resources and making decisions that affect the lives of their
constituents. To maintain this responsibility, they must follow strict ethical standards
and ensure that their operations are visible to the public.

The Local Government Ethics Law summaries specific ethical standards that municipal
officials must follow. This includes procedures for financial disclosure, preventions
against accepting gifts from vendors, and rules for conflicts of interest. Officials must
file annual Financial Disclosure Statements to ensure clarity regarding their personal
financial interests.

This webinar will review of classic ethics cases, stings and failures in government
ethics and how to approach ethics in an always changing government structure.

Presenter:
Susan Jacobucci, Esquire, Former Director of the DLGS
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