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The question by U.S Supreme Court in a court case is whether [the federal law] also
makes it a crime for state and local officials to accept gratuities — for example, gift
cards, lunches, plaques, books, framed photos or the like — that may be given as a
token of appreciation after the official act. The answer is no,”

Under the New Jersey’s Local Government Ethics Law, no “gift, favor, loan, political
contribution, service, promise of future employment, or other thing of value” may be
provided to a local government officer or employee if the gift was given “for the
purpose of influencing him, directly or indirectly, in the discharge of his official duties.”
A related provision of the law prohibits any local government officer or employee from
acting in an official capacity in a scenario that “might reasonably be expected to impair
his objectivity or independence of judgment.”

This webinar will look at the ethical challenges faced, especially around the holiday
season. Do | give gifts to the office staff, do | have to give a gift to the boss...can |
accept gifts from vendors, friends, supervisors? The webinar will also look at recent
case law regarding gifts or gratuity — you be the judge.

Presenter:
Susan Jacobucci, Esquire, Former Director of the DLGS
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